The volume of Dr. Nicolai professes to be a manual for the guidance of medical men and lawyers in the examination of all medico-legal investigations. The 
of the questions connected with pregnancy, delivery, and criminal abortion. The peculiarities of the foetus at all stages of gestation are then fully described, more minutely than appears to us necessary, in a work especially intended for practice. Thus we cannot see the necessity for a medical jurist being informed of the exact measurements in length and breadth of all the bones of the child; for it is not by such trivial and uncertain characters as these that he would proceed to determine the age of a child in a case of abortion or child murder, (p. 48 .) The pages devoted to these details, might have been well spared for some other subjects of practical importance. The causes of the death of the child before, during, and after birth (p. 54) are very well described; but in other respects, the questions relative to frequency and parturition do not call for particular notice.
The subject of infanticide is somewhat briefly treated, at least as far as concerns that vexata questio, the evidence of the child having lived after birth, from the state of its lungs. It is well known that lungs may have undergone the process of respiration, and yet sink in water. " Lungs will not float in water, when only a small part of their structure has been filled with air, when they are incompletely developed, or only expansible in certain insulated portions. It is a well-known fact that children may live and breathe a short time, provided only a very small portion of the lungs receives air ; and they have been known to cry several times, when, after death it has been found that only a few detached parts of the lungs had undergone re-spiration. The English work on the subject that we can recommend. In the meantime, many improvements have been made in the processes for detecting poisons. We consider this, on the whole, to be a useful manual of medical jurisprudence. For the benefit of those, who wish to study the subject more deeply, the author has attached to each section the names of the authorities whom it would be advisable to consult. A work of this description is much wanted in the English language.
